Late in 1920 Mr. W. Spencer Hutchinson, Consulting Engineer for the Vanadium Company of America, brought to my attention three specimens of a mieral collected by him at Mina Ragra, Peru. He suspected that it was a new mineral, and this opinion was proved correct by chemical and optical examination. The formula is 2CaO. 3V206.2V204 and I wish to propose for it the name of Melanovanadite, in allusion to it being practically the only vanadium mineral of a deep black color.
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The mineral occurs in acicular bunches on black brecciated shale, the individual crystals being at most 3 mm. long.
The greater thiclness of the needles is about 0.5 mm. ranging down to 0.1 and 0.01 mm. The color is black, luster almost submetallic, streak very dark reddish brown. The hardness is 2.5 the specific gravity 3.477 at 15°C. The habit of the crystals is prismatic, parallel to c, with monoclinic symmetry. The principal faces consist of a flat, striated prism, the longer diagonal being parallel to the b axis, minor pinacoidal faces, and usually well developed terminal faces of pyramids and smaller domes. The crystals have a perfect cleavage parallel to (010) .
Under the microscope the crystals remain black except in very thin prisms which are translucent with brown color.
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